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13/09/21 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

 

Please find below the response of the Cambridge Green Party. 

 

Cambridgeshire Active Travel Schemes consultation: Newmarket 

Road/Barnwell Roundabout 
 

The Cambridge Green Party finds that there is compelling evidence supporting the installation of a 

‘Dutch’ Style roundabout at the junction of Newmarket Road and Barnwell/Wadloes road, to meet 

vital safety, pollution and active transport goals. The adoption of best practice active transport 

infrastructure will set a standard for the city’s Green future. Why is this? 

At present this roundabout is neither safe nor convenient for cyclists and pedestrians and leaves a 

significant part of the East of the city cut off from green transport and the city from attaining 

pollution reduction targets. The proposed modifications on which stakeholders are invited to 

comment do not ameliorate this situation to any significant degree. 

Safety and Usability 
This roundabout has a bad reputation for safety having registered 32 collisions, of which at least one 

was fatal, in the ten years to 20191. The original design, dating from the 1960’s was intended to 

speed traffic flow, as was the norm at the time. It has long been of major concern to the residents of 

Abbey. As a consequence of this, we have previously submitted recommendations for Dutch Style 

roundabouts to the December 2020 Cambridge Eastern Access survey (including a recommendation 

specifically in relation to the Newmarket Rd roundabout) and similarly to the July 2021 “Cycling plus, 

investing in Greater Cambridge Active travel network” consultation. 

 
1 https://bikedata.cyclestreets.net/collisions:since=2009-01-01&until=2019-12-
31/#18.31/52.212357/0.163225 



Traffic and Pollution 
The City Council’s own research2 identifies the imperative of reducing traffic flow into the city if 

deaths from air pollution are to be reduced from the current estimate of 106 per annum in the 

Cambridge area. To achieve this motor transport must be reduced and active transport increased. 

• At present incentives for motor traffic have increased due to changes in habitual travel 

choices: 

• The ‘drive-in’ MacDonalds, almost unique in the UK within a residential housing area, which 

grew in popularity through the pandemic with the result that it now has a regular clientele. 

• COVID related avoidance of public transport 

• The accommodation of massive over-spill of cars for football matches. 

At present, and in view of the above, somewhat astonishingly, the roundabout is not identified as 

part of a key route within the Greater Cambridge Partnership COVID 19 response strategy for active 

transport published in March 2021.  

There is no evident strategy against which to evaluate this proposal and it is essential 

that there be one 
We consider that all modifications should be set within the context of an Active Transport strategy 

and must consider the context of the forthcoming proposals laid out in the Greater Cambridge 

Partnership Cambridge Eastern Access Scheme which has recently concluded that: 

• The SOBC3 shows that there is a strategic case for improvements to transport into and 

around Cambridge from the east, most significantly along the Newmarket Road. 

• The Cambridge Eastern Access project would improve access to Cambridge from the East for 

journeys by public transport, cycling and walking. 

• There is stakeholder and wider public support for measures to improve access to Cambridge 

from the east, particularly on Newmarket Road, for journeys by public transport, cycling and 

walking. 

Half-measures will not do 
Tinkering with the layout of the roundabout fails to address the reality that the very purpose of this 

roundabout must shift from incentivising motor transport to incentivising active transport (both 

cycle and pedestrian). 

The Green Party does not consider that the proposed modifications go nearly far enough to 

achieving these, and do not take into account the many problems outlined above that now blight 

this area. The proposed changes would achieve only: 

i) minor improvements in separation and visibility of cyclists and cars 

ii) only a marginal increase in safety through the slightly increased size of pedestrian islands 

(N&S) in Wadloes Road/Barnwell road.  

Furthermore, we consider it unacceptable that the proposed changes are most unlikely to meet the 

standards for Government funding under LTN 1/20. 

These are compelling flaws in the proposal as it stands. 

 
2 https://www.cambridge.gov.uk/clean-air-zone 
3 Strategic Outline Business Case 



The Cambridge Green Party proposes a credible and significant re-structuring of the 

roundabout as the best value for the local population and for Cambridge 
A long-term significant contribution to Active Travel outcomes would only be achieved by a ‘Dutch’ 

style roundabout, as used with great success on the Fenton Road roundabout in Cambridge. The 

argument in favour of this at the junctions of Newmarket Road and Wadloe’s road, exceeds that of 

Fenton Road, and therefore must be considered a priority. 

Stepping back for a moment: proposals of this sort made without the possibility of 

effective public engagement run a real risk of being a waste of time and resources 
This consultation is exclusive by design, quite the opposite of its purpose. There is very limited ability 

for stakeholders to engage with or understand the rationale for the individual proposals and the 

proposals as an integrated whole. 

There is no explanation given as to why the 21 locations addressed by the survey have been selected 

and what has led to their prioritisation, how they relate to each other and how they will contribute 

to the overall proposals that are being developed by the Greater Cambridge Partnership for a 

network of Active Travel schemes, in particular the Cambridge Eastern Access plan4 and the COVID 

recovery plan.   

Stakeholders are being asked to comment on technical drawings that nobody, unless equipped with 

specialist knowledge, would be likely to be able to evaluate satisfactorily.  There is no explanation of 

the drawings beyond the legend, and they are very faint and unclear.    

Finally, we are concerned that the proposals are made in such a way that there appears to be no 

mechanism or criteria by which the proposals are justified or will be monitored and measured.  In 

short there is no case made for why this should be done and how it will be better and in what ways. 

To simply imply that ‘it can’t be worse’ is not, we feel, a satisfactory justification for the use of public 

funds and must be addressed. 

We have been very critical of this proposal and process, but this is not intended as a negative 

contribution. We believe that many of the weaknesses we identify here can still and should be 

addressed for later parts of this process. The Green Party is ready to contribute wherever possible to 

ensure that this is achieved. 

 

 

Yours Faithfully, 

Hannah Charlotte Copley and Naomi Bennett  

on behalf of Cambridge Green Party. 

 

 
4 https://www.greatercambridge.org.uk/transport/transport-projects/cambridge-eastern-access 


